The launching of FEMS Microbiology Letters in 1977
Ten years after its birth, FEMS Microbiology Letters is a well-established, internationally respected journal. Warm congratulations are due to past and present members of the Editorial Board and to all the staff of Elsevier who have been involved. They come from one who took part in the original negotiations between the Federation of European Microbiological Societies and Elsevier/North Holland. A description of the birth seems appropriate at this 10-year anniversary.
The Federation of European Microbiological Societies had been formed in 1973 with much enthusiasm by the societies concerned, but with no financial backing, except their agreement to pay a subscription fee of 1.80 Swiss Francs for each of their members. These subscriptions provided for the administrative expenses of the Executive Committee and one, sometimes two, meetings a year. If the Federation was to flourish, it had to hold many first-rate scientific meetings and workshops throughout Europe, thereby achieving its objective of bringing European microbiologists together for the benefit of themselves and their science. Additional sources of income were imperative. A Federation journal was the obvious answer, but who would co-operate with the fledgling, impecunious Federation through the initial, loss-making years? I, as Treasurer, and the late Dr. Roger Stanier, as Publications Officer, had negotiations with a number of European publishing houses on a variety of possible arrangements between them and the Federation. Right from the beginning, we favoured the idea of a journal which would publish, rapidly, short reports of important developments in microbiological research as FEBS Letters had already been doing for biochemistry. Such a journal was missing for microbiology. Both Elsevier/North Holland, the publishers of FEBS Letters, and Professor S.P. Datta, then the Treasurer of the European Federation of Biochemical Societies, were most helpful with advice. The know-how of Elsevier/North Holland in publishing a letter-type journal appealed to us, and when the Federation was offered a 3-year loan and a reasonable return on sales, we recommended to its Council that a deal should be struck. 
